
off the grill. His fa-

vorite type of ani-

mal are big cats, he 

loves to read, the 

Samurai Detective se-

ries (a Japenese 

novel), and his favour-

ite movie is Shaw-

shawnk Redemption. 

He’s an interesting 

man.  

Mr.  Messeau   

By Zain 

Mr. Masseau is one of 

the caretakers of our 

school (the generous 

people who clean and 

take care of the 

school). Here are some 

things that you proba-

bly didn’t know about Mr. 

Masseau. Did you know 

that he has been a care-

taker for 10 years! One of 

his hobbies is playing Golf. 

Some of his favorite 

sports are golf, hockey, 

and curling. The food that 

Mr. Masseau loves to eat 

is a hot Juicy steak fresh 

Lead Story  -  EFPS Caretakers 
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things they do outdoors 

mainly include shoveling 

snow, sprinkling salt on 

the ice so it melts, and 

mowing lawns. They are 

the people who keep our 

school clean, and work-

ing so if you see a care-

taker say thank you to 

them. 

Mr. Goodwin is 

one of the caretakers 

that help keep this 

school clean. Mr. Good-

win is a caretaker that 

takes his job very seri-

ously. He is a very big in-

Mr. Goodwin  

By Kaurisan  

A caretaker is 

someone who takes 

care of buildings such 

as our school. A care-

taker’s responsibility is 

to maintain the build-

ing and make sure eve-

rything is working 

properly. Most of the 

jobs that they do are 

usually indoors but 

sometimes it may be 

outdoors. Some of the 
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By: Arschaya 

Frostbite tips 

Winter is closing 

by and you may need to 

make sure not to get 

frostbites. Probably you 

may not know what 

frostbite even means. 

Well, frostbite is a freez-

ing of the skin and the 

layer of tissue just be-

low the skin. Here are 

some of the tips you can 

avoid frostbite. 

1) Avoid being outdoors 

in the cold for long peri-

ods. 

2) Wear a warm hat that 

covers your ears, mit-

tens instead of gloves, 

and warm winter boots. 

Wear layers that can be 

removed if you get too 

warm. 

3) Avoid drinking alco-

hol when you know you 

will be outside in the 

cold. 

4) Keep extra layers of 

warm clothing in your 

car. 

5) Have a friend check 

your ears, nose or other 

exposed areas that you 

can’t see for signs of 

frostbite. 
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 Bio -Mr Andersen 

She was there in 

2008. She has 2 chil-

dren, a boy 12 and a 

girl, 9. Her hobbies 

and interests are fish-

ing, biking and swim-

ming. Her favourite 

food is pizza, which 

she prefers from 

Pizza Nova. A cool 

fact about her is that 

she has a twin sister. 

Mrs.  Emmanouil  

By Virpal 

Mrs. Emmanouil is 

a wonderful caretaker at 

our school, Ellen Fair-

clough Public School. 

She came to the school 

on September 20, 2010. 

The school she was at 

before this was John 

McCray Public School. 

Health Tips 

fluence on the school.  

Here are his favorite things 

and some info about his 

childhood. 

  His favorite color is 
silver, while his favorite 
food is chicken biryani. His 
favorite drink is coffee. His 
favorite movie is Brave 
Heart and Slap Shot. Mr. 
Goodwin’s favorite actor is 
Meryl Streep. His favorite 
place to visit is Trinidad. 
He has been a caretaker 
for 13 years. As a kid, one 
of the schools he went to 
was Milliken Mills public 
school and his favorite 
subject was history. Now 
you know a little bit more 

They are Fraternal mean-

ing born on the same day 

but they don’t look alike. 

A place she wants to visit 

is her home country, 

Greece. Her favourite ce-

lebrity is Johnny Depp. A 

dream she has is to swim 

with sharks. She says this 

probably won’t happen. 

As you can see Mrs. Em-

manouil is a very interest-



Health & Safety 

Is Sleep Important? 

Page 2 EFPS Times  -  School News Continued December 2013 Issue 

 On Wednesday No-

vember 20th, 2013, the girl’s 

volleyball team at Ellen Fair-

clough had the volleyball ar-

eas. The girls practiced really 

hard, and played very well in 

areas in showed teamwork and 

sportsmanship in every way. 

They competed against 

Randal, Armadale, Parkland, 

Aldergrove, Milliken, and 

Boxwood Public School. The 

members in the volleyball 

team are: Ramsha, Parwana, 

Shakidia, Jhanvi, Puneet, Wan

-Ling, Ke-xin, Shamama, 

Branavy, Tiffany, Arsheya, 

Humera, and Virpal. Ramsha 

and Tiffany were the team cap-

tains.   

On Wednesday November 

20th, 2013, the girl’s volleyball 

team at Ellen Fairclough had 

the volleyball areas. The girls 

practiced really hard, and 

played very well in areas in 

showed teamwork and sports-

School Sports -  Volleyball - By Maha 

On October 24th four 
kids from our school (Sadaq, 
Aaliya, Riya, and Hishanth) went 

to Peace Tree Village. A meeting 
where we discuss what is hap-
pening around the world that 
we can change with our schools 
and community.  Schools all 
over the area pick 4 to 5 stu-
dents from their school to come 
to the meeting. Then they go 
and back share what they 
learned to the rest of their 
school. 

The first thing that hap-
pened was 2 women sang a 
song that the aboriginals sang 
with a drum that they made. 
Then they picked a few volun-

teers from the audience, (and one 
of them was me) to be part of the 
re-enactment of when the dreamer 
saw the dream of when the buffa-
loes were coming.  

Next they put us in different 
groups and we all had different 
events to go to. The 3 events my 
group and I went to were I Am a 
Girl event, Healthy and Unhealthy 
foods, and the 7 steps to Success. In 
the I am a Girl event the leader and 
the leader’s daughter both read us 
a book about a girl that wanted to 
have an education just like her 
brothers, but she was not allowed 
to go to school where she lived. So 
one day she asked her brother if he 
could teach her and her brother 
said for you I can take time out of 
my schedule. So the girl learned 
and learned and now she is a very 
good author. 

The second event that my 
group and I went to was Healthy 
and Unhealthy foods.  When my 
group and I went there the leaders 
put a picture on our back and we 

were not allowed to know what it 
was. The other people in the group 
had to put other people into two 
separate groups. My group and I 
moved back and forth a little bit 
than finally someone put us in a 
category. Next we had to guess what 
the two categories were. Some 
guesses were packed foods and un-
packed foods, grains and sugar, and 
healthy and unhealthy foods. It was 
unhealthy and healthy foods.  

The third and last event that my 

group and I went to was the 7 steps 

to success. When my group and I got 

there the leader told us the 7 steps 

and some stories to go with them 

then she gave us a scenario and we 

had to figure out what 4 of the 7 

steps we should use. It was over af-

ter that! Some things that we 

learned were; anyone should be 

able to do anything that they want 

to do, take everything one step at a 

time, and many more. I learned a lot 

when we went to the peace tree vil-

lage. 

Ellen Fairclough Public School has 

recently made a few eco updates. 

The Eco Team has recently fin-

ished the Recycle My Cell pro-

gram, and the Waste-Free Lunch 

Challenge is off to a great start.   

This month, the eco team 

at E.F.P.S has just finished the Re-

cycle My Cell program. In this 

program, the staff and students 

were encouraged to bring old cell 

phones, used cell phone batter-

ies, or accessories, (e.g. chargers, 

headphones, etc.,)  they no 

longer need to school, so they 

could be recycled. Many students 

EFPS Eco News -  By Maha 

By: Herpreet 

Have you been getting 

enough sleep lately? 

It’s probably not that 

important, right? Well I 

am here to prove you 

wrong.  

Why it’s Important: 

1) Lack o sleep 

make’s you less 

productive 

2) Lack of sleep in-

creases the poten-

tial for obesity 

3) You may have 

trouble making 

decisions, solving 

problems, con-

trolling your emo-

tions and behav-

ior  

4) Lack of sleep ef-

fects your ability 

to learning  

Sleep is the most im-

portant thing, it helps 

your body in many 

ways. One of them be-

ing, playing a huge role 

in your physical health. 

Sleep affects every-

thing from someone's 

ability to pay attention 

in class to his or her 

mood. If you don’t have 

enough sleep, your 

blood pressure and 

cholesterol levels, can 

increase. Also if you  do 

not sleep your stress 

will increase. So please 

have brought recycled cell phones, 

batteries, and accessories. By the time 

the box was sent to the York Region 

District School Board, the box was 

nearly full! 

On another note, the Waste-

Free Lunch Challenge is off to a great 

start. Mrs. Cook’s, Mr. Andersen’s, 

Mrs. Vivian’s, and Mrs. 

Crawford’s class has gotten 

0 grams of garbage! Some-

time in the end of this 

month, the class that has 

the least amount of garbage 

will win a free gym period! 

Stay tuned for more Eco Up-

dates! 

manship in 

every way. They 

competed 

against Randal, 

Armadale, Park-

land, Alder-

grove, Milliken, 

and Boxwood 

Public School. 

The members in 

the volleyball 

team are: Ram-

sha, Parwana, Shakidia, Jhanvi, 

Puneet, Wan-Ling, Ke-xin, 

Shamama, Branavy, Tiffany, Arsh-

eya, Humera, and Virpal. Ramsha and 

Tiffany were the team captains.  

 

Members of the Jr. Volleyball Team  

Peace Tree Village Conference By Sadaq 
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Our school has been offering 

a huge variety of extra- cur-

ricular activities since the be-

ginning of the year. Some of 

the activities we have are 

Reading Mentors, Play Lead-

ers and Safety Patrol. Read-

ing Mentors is run by Mr. 

Gibson, Play Leaders is run by 

Ms. A and Safety Patrol is run 

by Ms. Girdler. Each of these 

activities has a huge number 

of students. The students 

that are involved take re-

sponsibility and show up on 

time for their duties.  

Safety Patrol has been 

an ongoing activity at our 

school for students from 

grades 6-8. The students in-

volved in our Safety Patrol 

team are heroes in our 

school. The reason we have 

safety patrol is so that our 

students and adults are pro-

tected while coming to 

school in the mornings when 

it is busy. Without our safety 

patrollers, kids could be in-

jured by cars. Our safety pa-

trollers control traffic and 

keep students safe. 

Reading Mentors is a 

program that Ellen Fairclough 

has started this year. In read-

ing mentors, there are pri-

mary students in grades 1-4, 

who come every Tuesday and 

Thursday and intermediate 

students in grade 6-8 help 

them and encourage them in 

reading by helping them read a 

variety of books at their grade 

level. The intermediate stu-

dents help the primary stu-

dents improve their reading 

skills. This has been a great 

program so far.  

 Play leaders is a pro-

gram where older children help 

primary children to play games. 

They teach them new and ex-

citing games. During recesses, 

children bring out equipment 

like balls, skipping ropes and 

other equipment. The older 

children use the equipment to 

help the primary students learn 

new games to live a healthy 

and active lifestyle. It is a fun 

and entertaining program for 

students.  

EFPS Clubs  -  Safety Patrol, Reading Mentors and Play Leaders!! - By Nandita 

Members of the Reading Mentors  

Members of the Safety Patrol  

On Thursday November 14th 

2013, 4 students from grades 7 

and 8 were chosen to go to a 

Youth Voice workshop in 

Stoufville. At the Youth Voice 

workshop we learned about pre-

teens and teenagers who self-

harmed themselves when they 

were in times of stress or when 

they were feeling really upset.   

  It all started off with two spe-

cial guests, Will and Roxie. They 

each told us about their life story 

and how they made wrong deci-

sions when they were bullied. 

The wrong decisions they made 

led them into trouble with their 

family, friends, and the future 

that was ahead of them. Will and 

Roxie had to come out and let 

someone know about their prob-

lems and that helped both of 

them recover from their mental 

illness.  

   After the presentations there 

were 3 stations to go to. In the 

first station we learned about 

different mental illnesses and 

how 1/5 people come out and ask 

for help. In the second station we 

learned about the different types of 

bullying and no matter who you are 

or what you do everyone can fit in. 

In the last station, we learned about 

the both stations combined to-

gether. People start off getting bul-

lied and end up hurting themselves 

for what is not even their fault.  So 

we think the purpose of going to 

the workshops was whenever you 

are in times of trouble and nothing 

feels right you shouldn’t self- harm 

thinking it would solve the problem. 

There are many different ways to 

solve problems and hurting yourself 

isn’t one of them.  

Overall it was a great experience 

and we really enjoyed going. We 

think that the workshop was very 

inspiring and effective for teenagers 

What is YRDSB Quest? -  2013 - By  Jathavy, Vishalii & Vicky 

and pre-teens, and it will help 

all of us make better choices in 

the future. 

At the conference, there were 

volunteers who presented at 

each session. There were lots 

to do at the conference. They 

showed us presentations in-

volving speeches and power 

points. They have also shown 

us videos on how other stu-

dents felt and experienced the 

new programs. The first ses-

sion we arrived at was a 

speech, with two speakers; Ken 

Thurston, and Mary Jean Galla-

gher. The second session in-

cluded a power point with vid-

eos explaining programs and 

purposes, with Naomi Johnson, 

and Cathy Faber.  

Going to the Quest conference 

has taught us a lot. It showed 

us that our education is impor-

tant because it can lead to 

great and powerful futures. We 

understand how the volunteers 

at the conference were very 

successful in life and wanted 

to help others become 

stronger in the future. It’s in-

teresting how in the 21st cen-

tury, we are lucky to have bet-

ter technology and other re-

sources to help us gain our 

knowledge. Right now, two 

programs are being devel-

oped, and can be used by 

classes, Iris, and CORE 

(Collaborative Online Re-

source Environment). Curricu-

lums are planning on being 

redesigned to better fit a stu-

dent’s needs. Another fact we 

found interesting, was that at 

the conference, they de-

scribed us as being creative, 

inventive, and curious. To be 

honest, we never really 

thought about ourselves to be 

that way! You are the same 

person, but you just didn’t 

realize it. The Quest Confer-

ence made us realize who 

lucky we are.  



E.F.P.S Talented Winter Concert  -  By Shamika 

Did you know that Ellen Fair-
clough is filled with talented 
kids? They all have amazing 
talents and some kids were 
afraid to show it. Well this 
year’s Winter Concert hosted 
by Mrs.Partch was mind 
blowing. There were various 
kinds of performances and 
they all were outstanding. 
The students took a lot of ef-
fort into their performances 
especially Mrs.Partch. You 
may not know it but 
Mrs.Partch is a naturally 
gifted music teacher. Every 
year she does a thrilling Win-
ter concert and it gets better 
each year by the students 
that audition to perform. To 
start of the winter concert 

the EFPs band members pre-
formed a piece called 
“Contredanse”. Then the kin-
dergarten had rocking per-
formances for us. They were 
all so adorable and they 
rocked the stage completely.  
Then again the band mem-
bers a performed piece that 
you all should know “Rolling 
in the Deep” by Adele. Two 
girls who are twins danced to 
a song called “What make 
you beautiful” by One direc-
tion. These girls were stun-
ning. They both were such 
good dancers. There were so 
many performances like 
these and you couldn’t stop 
watching. All the effort put 
into the performances made 
the concert astonishing.  

By Zain 
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around small children and enjoy 
the outdoors!!* 

 When you’re inside, you 
can do so much even though 
you’re missing the snow such as: 

1. Make paper snowflake cut-
outs- you can hang them 
around your house 

2. Make hot chocolate- make it 
your day by adding marsh-
mallows J 

3. Cozy up in front of a roaring 
fire- don’t’ be to close to the 
flames  

4. Take a long hot bath- make 
sure that you don’t waste 
your parent’s money  

5. Tell stories- take turns  

6. Watch movies- watch the 

Home Alone series, just a sug-

gestion  

What ever you decide to do, 

stay warm and have fun. 

By Arschaya 

Bored at home and 
have nothing to do while the 
white, soft, cold snow is fal-
ling? Well, here are some 
activities you can do out-
doors and indoors.  

When you’re outside, you 
can do a lot of stuff with 
snow such as:  

1. Have a snowball fight- 
don’t play so hard thinking 
it’s a war, it’s just a game. 

2. Build a snowman- building 
a snowman is lots of fun es-
pecially decorating it 

3. Go sledding- just remem-
ber to be careful around ob-
stacles 

4. Make snow angels- snow 
angels are so pretty, so try-
ing making one 

5. Build a snow fort- it can be 
like a secret hideout or your 
shelter from a snowball fight 

 Just remember when 
playing in the snow wear 
your jacket, hats, scarves, 
and mittens. Also, be careful 

What To Do When The Winter Blues 

Hitting You With A Snowball  
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innovation can greatly impact 

society, no matter what it af-

fects. In the end, though, how 

much will Disney make with Fro-

zen? And how successful will it 

be a few months away? Only 

time will tell.  

In the world of film, there 
are literally millions of mov-
ies, documentaries and 
shows out there. But how 
does the public get hooked? 
Sometimes the more unique 
the idea, the more inter-
ested consumers are, and 
that appears to be the case 
with the newest installment 
to Disney’s movie lineup. 
Dubbed Frozen, this exciting, 
adventurous tale is about 
how the protagonist, Anna, 
and a boy named Kristoff try 
to put an end to a magical 
spell on their kingdom. This 
concept has already had 
families streaming to cine-
mas, so it’s pretty much 
guaranteed that the public 
has had positive reactions. 

     In fact, box offices have 

reported over $100 million in 

revenue, or money earned, 

in the two weeks since the 

animated film was released. 

Second to only Catching Fire, 

it’s sold the most tickets at 

movie theatres over the past 

half-month. This proves that 

In The Movies - Disney's Frozen  

Already a Big Hit 

Source: comicbook.com 

Disney’s newest film, Frozen, has 

been very successful in its first 

few weeks since its release to the 

public. 

By Hadi 

For almost a year, Ontario’s lot-

tery ticket dealer had been 

searching for the owner to a $50 

million prize. Allegedly, the pur-

chaser bought the ticket at a 

Shopper’s Drug Mart store in 

Cambridge, Ontario, and had 

claimed to have lost the ticket. 

The Ontario Lottery and Gaming 

Corporation, as it’s known, was 

unsuccessful in tracking down the 

mysterious multi-millionaire-to-be 

for the 12 months since. Until 

now… 

Kathryn Jones, a 55-year-old 
Hamilton resident, had lost her 
winning ticket, a bizarre case for 
the 38-year-old gambling empire. 
It analyzed each lost ticket sub-
mission form for the November 
30, 2012 draw, and, after verify-
ing with store cameras, wit-
nesses, and credit information, 
they found their winner – clearly 
a better alternative than letting 
another gambler take the money 
on their largest cash prize. In the 
end, what matters is that it fell 
into the right hands after all.  

OLG Lottery Ticket Dilemma   -  By Hadi 

Source: cbc.ca 

Kathryn Jones was the unexpected winner of 
a life-changing $50 million lottery, despite 
losing her ticket. She was clearly emotional 
after the news was released to media. 



When the video went 

viral the next week, he 

was asked if he took the 

drugs. His response was, 

"Absolutely not true. It's 

ridiculous. It's an-

other Toronto Star what-

ever."  

However, on No-

vember 5th of the same 

year, he admitted that he 

did take it.  “Yes, I have 

By: Niranjan 

There has been a 

heated controversy 

against Mayor Rob 

Ford of Toronto, 

which mainly stated 

that he took illegal 

drugs. It all started on 

May 16, 2013, when a 

cell phone video ap-

peared to show Mr. 

Ford taking the drugs. 

smoked crack cocaine.” 

Due to this issue, a study 

was done to see how 

many people want Mr. 

Ford to step down, or 

stay on as mayor. 53% 

answered that they 

wanted him to step 

down, but 47% of the 

people want him to stay 

as mayor.  

Controversy Surrounding Rob Ford 
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Holy Temple. The Maccabees 

won, but the Holy Temple was 

ruined, and the Menorah that 

was lit all the time was out of 

oil to light. The Maccabees 

found a little amount of oil, 

that was only was supposed to 

last for about a day, but it 

ended up lasting for 8 days.  

 The Jews considered it 

a miracle, and so every Hanuk-

kah, light candles are lit on a 

Menorah to remember the 

miracles that happened with 

the Maccabees, and how the 

Menorah oil lasted for 8 days. 

 Potato Pancakes are 

eaten during Hanukkah. Many 

people play games with a drei-

del, and exchange gifts with 

one another                                                           

By: Maha 

Hanukkah, (which is 

also known as Chanukah, or 

the festival of lights,) is an 8 

day Jewish holiday which be-

gins on the evening of 

Wednesday November 27th 

and ends on the evening of 

Thursday December 5th. It is a 

tradition to light one candle 

each night for 8 days in Ha-

nukkah. The candles are held 

on a special candle-holder 

called the Menorah.  

  Hanukkah is cele-

brated to commemorate the 

fact that there was a miracle.  

A long time ago the Macca-

bees fought the Greeks for a 

December Celebrations - Hanukkah 

which means creativity. 

7th Day of Kwanzaa: “Iman,” which 

means faith. 

 During the celebration, 7 dif-

ferent colored candles are used to 

represent the 7 different days in 

Kwanzaa, and as every day passes, 

they light one candle. Many people 

also exchange gifts to one another, 

and hang decorations all around 

their house. The women cook tradi-

tional foods, like orca, sesame 

seeds, black-eyed peas, and pea-

nuts. These foods are eaten because 

that is what the African slaves 

brought to North America. The cere-

mony includes performing music 

and playing the drums.  

                                                                                

By: Maha 

Kwanzaa is a celebration that 

is celebrated by the African Ameri-

cans. It starts on December 26th, and 

will end on January 1st. It is a one 

week celebration that the African 

Americans celebrate to honor black 

heritage and culture. Around 2 mil-

lion people celebrate Kwanzaa in 

America.  

 Kwanzaa is celebrated over 7 

days, and every day has its own 

theme. Here are the 7 themes: 

1st day of Kwanzaa: “Umoja,” which 

means unity. 

2nd day of Kwanzaa: “Kujichagulia,” 

which means self-determination. 

3rd day of Kwanzaa: “Ujima,” which 

means collective work and responsi-

bility. 

4th day of Kwanzaa: “Ujamaa,” 

which means cooperative econom-

ics.  

5th Day of Kwanzaa: “Nia,” which 

means purpose.  

6th day of Kwanzaa: “Kumumba,” 

December Celebrations - Kwanzaa  

Toronto Mayor 

Rob Ford 

Even though 

many people don’t like 

him, Mr. Ford has 

taken part in commu-

nity events, such as 

the Santa parade 

which took place on 

December 7th. People 

claimed that he was 

cheering in the parade 

and tossing out candy 

canes to the children. 

It also seemed that he was ‘stealing the spot-

By: Herpreet 

Have you  got your Christmas 

list done yet? Well if not 

these are some must haves 

for you to add onto your list.  

Monster High- A great col-

lectable toy for girls who en-

joy being creative and love to 

use their imagination.  

Easy Bake Oven - This is 

a unique toy for girls who 

love to bake but can’t use 

a real oven, this is a safe 

tool for kids ages 8 and 

up to use  

  
 

 

 

 

 

Bop it- Want to have 
some fun but in a differ-
ent way? Well with bop it 
you can, this is a great toy 
to entertain your guest 
and a good way to engage 

your guest to participate 
more 

Nerf Gun Sniper Rifles- a 
great way for   to get off the 
couch and move around 

shooting targets with foam 
bullets.   

 

 

What Are The Hottest Toys For 2013 



Page 7 EFPS Times  -  World News  December Issue 

against Chicago, each bucket 
from Toronto Raptors guard 
was accompanied by a ges-
ture. It was not necessarily 
negatively directed toward his 
teammates, but it was an in-
tense distaste for the situa-
tion. Two days after against 
Portland, DeRozan one more 
time appeared visibly an-
noyed after an overtime loss    

In the NBA, the Rap-
tors are not doing too well. 

Hey Fairclough! did you 
know the Toronto Raptors 
struggles are starting to 
wear on DeMar DeRozan, Is 

it time for the team to trade 
him? 

For the past few weeks, 
DeMar DeRozan has been radi-
ating frustration. More than 
two weeks ago, when only De-
Mar DeRozan’s second-half 
scoring spree kept the raptors 
from complete embarrassment 

World Sports -  Raptor’s Woes –  

Is It Time To Trade DeRozan 

upcoming year, by hosting big 

parties and staying up all night 

with different activities such as 

fireworks. 

  Birthday of Guru 

Gobind Singh Ji: On Tuesday Janu-

ary 7th, it will be the birthday of 

Guru Gobind Singh Ji. Guru Gobind 

is the 10th Guru, and his birthday is 

celebrated by the Sikhs. It is cele-

brated for a period of 3 days.   

Mawlid: Starting from the 

evening of Monday January 13th, to 

the evening of Tuesday January 

14th, the people who are Muslims 

By: Maha 

Next month in January, many im-

portant celebrations will be com-

ing up.  

New Years Day: In North 

America, and in some other 

places around the world, January 

1st, will be New Years Day. On 

this day people will celebrate the 

will celebrate the birth of the 

Prophet Muhammad. On this 

day many Muslims eat good 

foods and go to the Mosque to 

pray. Most Muslims also fast 

during this day. On this day it is 

also the death of the Prophet 

Muhammad. 

 Thai Pongal: On Janu-

ary 14th, it will be Thai Pongal. 

Thai Pongal is a harvest festival 

celebrated in South India by the 

Hindus at the end of the har-

vest season. It is celebrated in a 

4 day period. People exchange 

Looking Forward - What does January have in store for us?  

presents with each other. 

Chinese New Year’s: On 

Friday January 31st, it will be Chi-

nese New Year. On this day many 

Chinese people offer religious 

prayers to the Jade Emperor of 

Heaven. They celebrate by hosting 

parties. One of the most impor-

tant part of Chinese New Year is 

the Dragon Dancing. The dragon 

comes and it chases away all the 

bad luck in the upcoming year. 

They’re about 10th out of 
15th place in the Eastern 
Conference. The player 
who got the most points 
for this season is DeMar 
DeRozan. At home they’ve 
won 3 times and lost 6 
times. On the road they’ve 
won 3 times and lost 5 
times. So in total they won 
6 times and lost 11 times 
so not too good.  

By: Jarrar  

“I learned that courage was 

not the absence of fear, but 

the triumph over it. The brave 

man is not he who does not 

feel afraid, but he who con-

quers that fear.” – Nelson 

Mandela  

   Nelson Mandela was born 

on July 18
th
 1918. He grew up 

in a small village in South Af-

rica called Transkei. He was 

educated at the University 

College of Fort Hare and the 

University of Witwatersrand 

where he studied Law. After 

he finished university he 

made a political group called 

the African National Con-

gress, where he was one of 

the few founding leaders. He 

was devoted in peaceful dem-

Nelson Mandela - 1918 to 2013 

onstrations but they eventu-

ally turned into violence. The 

African National Congress 

decided to overthrow key lo-

cations and civilian buildings 

for their fight for freedom. 

The African National Con-

gress’s plan was to make 

South Africa a democratic 

place. Back then in Africa 

who ever thought that they 

could rule South Africa was 

“living in a cloud” which means 

that it was impossible and they 

were only dreaming, so Man-

dela was convicted of trying to 

wreck the government and was 

sentenced to life 

in prison. Being 

in jail for 26 

years Mandela 

was finally re-

leased. As soon 

as he got out of 

jail he gathered 

support for black 

African girls because he be-

lieved in racial equity and a na-

tion with laws that benefited 

everyone. Discussion began 

with the prime minister of how 

they could fix the racist situa-

tion. In the end rebellion and 

foreign pressure forced 

changed. Nelson Mandela 

became the first black South 

African prime minister in 

1992. He introduced new 

rules that made sure every-

one was respected; He be-

came known as South Af-

rica’s biggest hero. 

    On December 5
th
 2013 at 

the age of 95 Nelson Mandela 
passed away. He made a big 
impact on the world, and is a 
great inspiration to many peo-
ple. Mandela taught us that 
every man, women and child 
in the world deserves to have 
equal rights and that no 
dream is too big to accom-
plish  

 

By Ramsha 


